Mining and Gas Statement of Principles
It is vital that decision-making on mining and gas projects is underpinned by a robust knowledge
base and that local communities are well informed to determine their own positions on proposals.
Local communities should have their interests respected and not overridden or ignored by outsiders.
PPSA supports the following principles:









The profitability and long-term sustainability of food and fibre production must not be
compromised.
Australia’s reputation for safe, clean quality food must not be compromised.
Water resource quality and quantity should not be compromised.
Social, economic and environmental outcomes must not be compromised.
A long-term view must be taken in assessing mining and gas proposals, considering any possible
long-term impacts and seeking to prevent significant negative impacts over a long timescale.
The key to productive relationships between agriculture and mineral and petroleum industries is
relationships built on genuine trust and goodwill and appropriate community engagement.
Landholder rights impacted by mineral and petroleum licences must be protected by strong
regulatory frameworks.
Land access agreements should recognise landholder and occupier property rights, and the
negotiations must be respectful of farmers.

Community engagement must be consistent with the following principles:
 Transparency and full disclosure;
 Early and ongoing collaboration;
 Inclusiveness;
 Ethical and responsible business practice;
 Integrity and appropriate behaviour;
 Capacity building; and
 Listening and responding to community concerns.
Any land access agreements should include:
 Appropriate recompense for the full range of costs;
 Clear agreements with landholders regarding the disposal and acquisition of any exploration or
extraction licence;
 Mining practices including compliance with drilling legislation and regarding the use of
chemicals;
 Biosecurity requirements;
 WH&S requirements;
 Rehabilitation of land;
 Appropriate long-term insurance and bond arrangements;
 Arrangements for normal agricultural operations; and
 Any and all conduct while operating within the landscape.

Legislation
It is noted that the Mining Act provides specific protections for primary producers, whereas the
Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act focuses largely on the development of a Statement of
Environmental Objectives (which can include financial or socio-economic objectives).
It is recommended that:


Greater equity needs to be achieved between water management policies for agriculture,
horticulture and viticulture and for mining, gas and forestry activities. Mining and petroleum
exploration and extraction activities must not compromise water resources for other industries
and future generations.



Section 9 of the Mining Act should be amended to state “land that is lawfully and genuinely used
as a yard or garden or for agriculture, horticulture or viticulture” so that the definition
comprehensively covers agricultural, horticultural and viticultural operations (including grazing).



PIRSA, PPSA and affected landholders should be included with the bodies (or people) to be
consulted on the Statement of Environmental Objectives under regulation 12 of the Petroleum
and Geothermal Energy Act.



Consideration should be given to provisions for landholders in close proximity to mining and gas
operations, who are impacted by the operations.



Provisions in either Act relating to public notification by newspapers should be amended to
include notification of key stakeholders (which would include PPSA) by more modern methods
(e.g. email).



The Minister must be certain that there is no damage – and that there is likely to be no damage
which occurs, or is discovered, in the future as a result of the mining/gas activities – before
approving the relinquishment of licences and releasing bonds. Landholders should not become
liable for any negative impacts of mining or gas activities.



There should be appropriate appeal provisions and mechanisms in place.



Costs for dispute resolution (including legal, valuation and other costs) should be covered by the
mining or gas proponent up-front or as they arise.



Penalties must be of an appropriate magnitude, proportionate to risks, and to impose an
adequate disincentive for negative impacts.



Compliance reports are published by DMITRE for activities under both the Mining Act and the
Petroleum and Geothermal Energy Act in a timely manner.



Important documents such as Environmental Impact Reports, Statements of Environmental
Objectives and Programs for Environment Protection and Rehabilitation, as well as licence
conditions, should be publicly available and readily accessible.



Mining and gas/petroleum legislation should be reviewed from time to time, with reference to
best practices in other jurisdictions.



Land use planning decisions should be made by the relevant planning authorities. Mining and
gas activities which do not comply with development plans should not be exempt from planning
approval requirements.

DISCLAIMER
This Statement of Principles document is for general information only. The contents of the document are not intended as
professional advice and receivers of this information should rely on their own inquiries in making any decisions concerning
their own interests based on their specific circumstances.
As this is general information only, Primary Producers SA Incorporated (PPSA) expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or
damage arising from reliance upon any information in this Statement of Principles document.
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